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Activity Title: Verifying your news…
Description of the lesson: What may be written as fact in a headline of a news story -- may very well be the definition of “fake news.” That’s why it’s crucial for journalists and consumers to verify their news sources. In scholastic media, this remains just as – if not more – important in the pursuit of the truth and information that provides value to the public. 

Objectives

by the end of this lessons, students will be able to ..
· Use verification methods to identify credible news sources.
· Explain how verification methods can be a valuable tool in today’s world of journalism.
Procedures:

· Take a look at the following stories: 
1. Kratom is hailed as a natural pain remedy, assailed as an addictive killer. The U.S. wants to treat it like heroin.
2. Colorado pot shop accepts food stamps.
· Identify which story is credible - and why - by answering the questions below:
1. What is the source/news source presenting the information in the story? 
a. Can you easily identify the source? 
b. Is there an “About Me” page or contact information to identify the news source? 
2. Is the news article on the original source where it was published? If not, does it reference the original publication and can the source be verified as legitimate? 
3. Are there any biases in the articles? If so, how do you know? 
4. Can the quotes or facts referenced in the articles be directed to legitimate sources? 
5. Is there enough background information to support the story? 

· After answering these questions, see how the observations below measured to your own verification. 
	Verification Questions
	Kratom (Washington Post) 
	Colorado Pot/EBT

	Can you easily identify the publishing company of the news article? Is the news article on the original source where it was published?


	Yes. The Washington Post published the article on Feb. 10, 2018. 
	The article referenced the original publisher as the National Report. The original report is not available as an online link. 

	Is there an “About Me” page or contact information to identify the news source? 


	
	The National Report is a website with a disclaimer that reads “National Report is a news and political satire web publication, which may or may not use real names, often in semi-real or mostly fictitious ways. All news articles contained within National Report are fiction, and presumably fake news. Any resemblance to the truth is purely coincidental. Advice given is NOT to be construed as professional. If you are in need of professional help, please consult a professional. National Report is not intended for children under the age of 18.”

	Are there any biases in the articles? If so, how do you know?
	The article presents information on the history of kratom based on information from federal sources.
	The secondary publication referencing the National Report is located on a site titled, “GOP The Daily Dose” and identifies itself as a “conservative news website.”

	Can the quotes or facts referenced in the articles be directed to legitimate sources? 


	The quotes and facts presented can be traced to legitimate sources, as well as federally published data by the FDA and DEA.
	The quotes and facts presented can not be traced back to legitimate sources.

	Is there enough background information to support the story? 


	Yes. The publication provides additional support from past coverage and data released by the DEA and FDA.

	There is not enough information available to support its claims.


· Pick two stories of your own and explain how using verification methods helped to identify a credible news source and a weak source. Explain your reasoning in a Word document by answering the questions to the above activity. Feel free to use the template below: 
	Verification Questions
	Story #1 
	Story #2 

	Can you easily identify the publishing company of the news article? Is the news article on the original source where it was published?


	
	

	Is there an “About Me” page or contact information to identify the news source? 


	
	

	Are there any biases in the articles? If so, how do you know?
	
	

	Can the quotes or facts referenced in the articles be directed to legitimate sources? 


	
	

	Is there enough background information to support the story? 


	
	



