Amani Abraham 

Social role of mass media

Activity #1


There’s great importance for journalists to reflect on what’s happening in their communities. But what happens when you go beyond the surface? 

Lesson Title: Identifying mirror and candle theories in journalism. 

Description of the lesson: Reflecting the surface level of information in society can be categorized under the mirror theory in journalism. On the other hand, the candle theory is looking beyond the surface and bringing light to issues that may not be seen to the human eye. 

The importance stands with understanding how the candle theory can help journalists see “the bigger picture” when reporting the information on the surface level. Both mirror and candle theories serve a unique purpose. 

Objectives

by the end of this lessons, students will be able to ..
· Identify mirror and candle theories

· Explain the role mirror and candle theories play in journalism. 

Procedures:

· Take a look at a pair of stories out of Cincinnati, Ohio during coverage of the opioid epidemic in the state: 

· Cincinnati sees 9 overdose deaths in one weekend
· Seven days of heroin. This is what an epidemic looks like.
· Identify which story represents the mirror theory and which story represents the candle theory. 

· Here are some questions to answer in a Word document:

· Does WCPO’s story represent the mirror theory? 

· Does the reporting go beyond the surface level? 

· What information would be valuable to the story?

· Is the Cincinnati Enquirer’s story reflective of a candle theory? Why or why not? 

· Does the reporting go beyond the surface level? 

· Does the reporting shed light on an issue that would otherwise be silent in a story reflective of the mirror theory? 
· Take a look at a subject of your choice and pick out two articles that represent the mirror and candle theories. Explain your reasoning in a Word document by answering similar questions to the above activity. 

