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Media Ethics Example #4 
Media Ethics Example
Case #4: 
· This Facebook post was circulated online on Facebook. 
[image: ]
Questions: 
· What do you do? 
· Do you immediately share and report? 
· How do you verify the information? 
· Are you familiar with the source sharing the information? 
· Are police aware? 
READ/WATCH: Facebook posts spreading sex trafficking fears in Midwest
REACTION: 
· This Facebook post is similar to many that have been shared thousands of times across the country. How can we be responsible journalists as we work to verify information as quickly as rumors spread? It’s not enough to be journalists that “break news.” Journalists need to showcase their verification skills and focus on accuracy. 
· In this case, it’s critical to try to confirm information with official sources. Calling a local police department to verify the information can quickly dispel rumors and ease concerns within a community. 
· Pay attention to posts that read “copy and share.” What’s the motive here? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Are the claims outrageous? Remain skeptical until information can be clearly verified. 
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47, yes 47 Kids/young adults have gone missing in lowa over the fast week and a
half, both female and males, law enforcement believes they were abducted by
sex traffickers, and appears could be moving into WI. Please read and share the
below copied post.

PLEASE READ IF YOU HAVE DAUGHTERS OR LOVED ONES WHO DRIVE
ALONE!

I heard about a friend whose daughter had a very unnerving experience
yesterday while driving by herself on eastbound 1-94 coming home from college.
Right around Tomah( WI) where 1-90 and I-94 meet, a grey Nissan cargo van
started following her. Every time she changed lanes, the van changed lanes.
When she sped up or slowed down, the van did the same. At one point she exited
the freeway to get gas but when the van exited with her she elected not to stop
and got right back on the freeway. But so did the van. She was close to HWY 60
‘when she finally called me and | had her exited and dfive to the State Patrol
station in DeForest( WI). She made a very evasive maneuver and exited at the
very last minute and fortunately the van was unable to follow. ( the van had been
following her for about an hour).

She could not get a license plate number off the vehicle because most of the time
the van was so close that she couldn't see the plate. But she did take a picture of
the vehicle in her rear view miror. There were 2 men in the vehicle. Either very
tan or Hispanic, both wearing sunglasses. The driver had a large gold watch on
his wrist

The State Patrol told her that she was likely the target of sex traffickers. ( a young
good looking female traveling alone). Even in broad daylight. She’s rattied, but
fortunately safe.

The State patrol officers said she should have called 911 while driving. Told them
Which direction she was headed and what mile marker she was passing. They
would have dispatched officers to intercept the vehicle following her and preserve
her safety. (There could have been other girls in the van as well).

Please relay this information to your daughters, nieces, cousins, friends etc.
Teach the young women/ girls in your Iife to keep their cool and call 911. And
NEVER stop their vehicle if they are bumped from the rear. Keep driving and call
9™ ALWAYS CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY IN THESE SITUATIONS.

PLEASE COPY AND SHARE THIS AND STAY ALERT!
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